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SUBJECT: LETTER TO FOREIGN MINISTER PEACOCK 

REF: STATE 204741 


Message Text 


1 . I TOOK ADVANTAGE OF MY CALL ON PRIME MINISTER 
FUKUDA TODAY SEPTEL TO CONVEY TO HIM SUBSTANCE OF THE 
POINTS YOU MADE IN YOUR LETTER TO PEACOCK, STRESSING 
THAT THESE WERE CONFIDENTIAL VIEWS AND SHOULD BE HELD 
CLOSELY. MOREOVER, SINCE SONODA HAD TAKEN PAINS TO 
BRIEF ME ON HIS CONVERSATIONS WITH PHAN HIEN I 
ARRANGED FOR FOREIGN MINISTER TO BE FULLY BRIEFED 
SHORTLY BEFORE MY CALL ON THE PRIME MINISTER. 


2. BOTH FUKUDA AND SONODA WERE GRATEFUL FOR BRIEFING. 
(SONODA INCIDENTALLY NOTED THAT HE WAS DELIGHTED TO BE 
ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN FRANK DIALOGUE IN REGARD TO THIS 
PART OF WORLD IN WHICH WE SHARED IMPORTANT INTERESTS.) 

I ASSURED PRIME MINISTER THAT WE WOULD CONTINUE TO 
STAY IN TOUCH WITH JAPAN AS EVENTS PROGRESSED. MANSFIELD 
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